DEMENTIA 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR DISCOURSE TASKS

These instructions explain how to administer the discourse tasks of the DementiaBank protocol and include the detailed script for examiners to follow. Allow ample time for as full a response as each participant can provide using this protocol script.  However, also pay attention to the maximum time recommended for each prompt and task.  If the participant is still talking once that time period has elapsed, bring that task to an end by saying:
 
“I'm going to stop you there so we can move on to the next item.”
 
To facilitate transcription, the examiner's speech, including verbal encouragers, should be kept to a minimum.  Use nonverbal encouragers (e.g., head nods, facial expressions, eye contact) instead of verbal (e.g., “I see”, “mhm”, “yeah”) whenever possible. And try not to talk at the same time as the participant.

SECTION I: PICTURE DESCRIPTION
A. Cookie Theft (~3 minutes)
 “Here is a picture.  Please tell me everything you see going on in this picture.”

If no response in 10 seconds, give second prompt: 
“Take a look and tell me what’s happening in the picture.”

If fewer than 2 utterances, give third prompt: 
“Anything else you can tell me about the picture?”


SECTION II: STORY NARRATIVE
A. Cat Rescue (~3 minutes)
“Here is a picture that tells a story.  Look at everything that’s happening and then tell me a story about what you see.  Tell me the story with a beginning, a middle, and an end.”

If no response in 10 seconds, give second prompt: 
“Take a look (point to picture) and tell me any part of the story.”

If fewer than 2 utterances, give third prompt: 
“Anything else you can tell me about the story?”

B. Norman Rockwell “Going and Coming” (~5 minutes)
“Here is another picture that tells a story. This picture is two pictures together in one.  Look at everything that’s happening and then tell me a story about what you see.  Tell me the story with a beginning, a middle, and an end.”

If no response in 10 seconds, give second prompt: 
“Take a look (point to picture) and tell me any part of the story.”

If fewer than 2 utterances, give third prompt: 
“Anything else you can tell me about the story?”

C. Cinderella (~5 minutes)

Present picture book. 

“I’m going to ask you to tell a story. Have you ever heard the story of Cinderella?” (Make note of answer for demographic data. If the answer is no, ask the participant to tell a fairy tale s/he knows.) 

"Do you remember much about it?  These pictures might remind you of how it goes.  Take a look at the pictures, and then I’ll put the book away and ask you to tell me the story in your own words.” 

Allow participant to look through book (assist with page turning if needed), and then prompt:  

“Now tell me as much of the story of Cinderella as you can.  You can use any details you know about the story, as well as the pictures you just looked at.”

If participant gives a response of fewer than three utterances, or seems to falter, allow 10 seconds, then prompt: 
 
“What happened next?” or “Go on.”

Continue until participant concludes story or has clearly finished.

SECTION III: PROCEDURAL DISCOURSE
A. Peanut Butter and Jelly (~2 minutes)
(non-US test sites may substitute another simple lunch)

“Let’s move on to something a little different. Tell me how you would make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.” 

If no response in 10 seconds, give second prompt: 
“If you were feeling hungry for a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, how would you make it?”

SECTION IV: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
A. Hometown (~4 minutes)
“For this part, I would like you to tell me about your hometown or where you grew up.”

If no response in 10 seconds, give second prompt: 
“What was it like where you grew up?” 

If no response, prompt for another personal narrative. 
"For instance, you could tell me about a trip you took or something about your family or your work -- anything."

